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knowledge of the times and the life of the favoured
candidate.

My excuse for offering this document is, first, to
draw attention to a forgotten Elizabethan who, on
the strength of certain evidence never before put for-
ward and of a kind that rules out all possibility of pure
coincidence, has greater claim to be The Onlie Be-
getter of the Sonnets than any other person; secondly,
to restore him to the roll of poets, after an absence of
nearly three hundred years, by correcting the extra-
ordinary errors that have passed as facts or probabilities
in connection with his name, family, and poetical ven-
tures; thirdly, to record the progress of his life, which
in its growth, maturity and decline so closely parallels
the friendship of the Sonnets.

One day last September I took my wife by under-
ground to a town on the fringe of London, that had
once been a small hunting parish set in the midst of
meadowland. The reason for our trip was, to say the
least, a singular one, belonging to the world of rom-
ance rather than reality, and outwardly of no parti-
cular interest to anyone but ourselves. In fact, when